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Ohio’s
2004 Fishing Calendar

Here’s a sampling of 36 great fishing trips for Buckeye State anglers
to consider as they plan their 2004 fishing vacation getaways.

by Brian Ruzzo 

When you cross into Ohio, you’re
welcomed to the state by the slogan “In
the heart of it all” — and this couldn’t
ring truer for anglers. Centrally-located
Ohio provides a collage of opportuni-
ties for every angling taste.

For example: Southern Ohio is a
gateway to hill country reservoirs.

Some of these waters boast excellent
crappie populations, while others har-
bor thriving bass or muskie fisheries.
Additionally, the legendary Ohio River
yields trophy catfish.

Lake Erie is one of the top angling
destinations in the country, offering
world-class fishing for walleyes and

smallmouth bass. Furthermore, the
Lake Erie tributaries feature great
steelhead fishing.

Listing all of the Buckeye State’s
great fishing destinations is a daunting
task, but here’s a sampling of a few of
the best places to go as you plan your
2004 fishing getaways!
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BLUEGILLS
Lake La Su An

Tips: Wax worms in
the weeds should pro-
duce plenty of fish.

WALLEYES
Lake Erie

Tips: Fish jigs tipped
with minnows in
weeds bordering deep
water.

STEELHEAD
Lake Erie

Tributaries
Tips: Drift nymphs or
egg patterns. Bright
colors entice the most
strikes.

CRAPPIES
G. L. St. Marys

Tips: Use a minnow
on a stick bobber.
Fish woodpiles on
sunny afternoons.

LARGEMOUTHS
AEP Lands

Tips: Fish Texas-style
without weights. A
slow fall is deadly this
month.

SMALLMOUTHS
Bass Islands

Tips: Cover water
with jerkbaits and
crankbaits with an
erratic retrieve.

SAUGEYES
Indian Lake

BLUEGILLS
Rush Run Lake

CRAPPIES
Seneca Lake

STEELHEAD
Mad River

WHITE BASS
Ohio River

CHANNEL CATS
Buckeye Lake

LARGEMOUTHS
Tycoon Lake

BLUEGILLS
Portage Lakes

CRAPPIES
Delaware Lake

LARGEMOUTHS
Turkeyfoot Lake

LARGEMOUTHS
Cowan Lake

WALLEYES
Lake Erie
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JANUARY
Bluegills

Lake La Su An
Our 2004 fishing “dream trip”

schedule begins with winter bluegills.
The Lake La Su An ponds and lakes
are managed by the Ohio Division of
Wildlife for bass and bluegills. Once
ice covers the lakes, it’s the bluegills
that attract the most attention. 

To maintain quality fishing, the
ODOW has implemented a permit sys-
tem. For information and a map, call
(419) 459-4676.

Saugeyes
Indian Lake

Ohio’s big lakes sometimes freeze
over in January, but sometimes it is
warm enough to fish wearing just a
sweatshirt. If 2004 turns out to be one
of those warm years and Indian Lake
remains open, don’t overlook lake’s
saugeye fishery, which often draws
more attention now than it does during
the summer. 

The stumpfields in the northeastern
portion of the lake are a good place to
start. A ramp between Seminole and
Shawnee islands provides the best
access to the northeastern section.
State Route 368 provides access to the

the highlights of the Ohio steelhead
fishery: Conneaut Creek and the
Grand, Chagrin and Rocky rivers.

Steelhead spend their first few years
in Lake Erie gorging on baitfish. By
the time these trout enter the tributar-
ies, they range from 9 to 11 pounds,
with some bigger fish.

For current stream conditions, con-
tact the ODOW’s District Three office
at (330) 644-2293.

Brown Trout
Mad River

The Mad River is another great trout
fishery that kicks off in March. Brown
trout ranging up to 20 inches can be
taken by anglers fishing weighted
nymphs. Because the Mad has been
channelized, the pools are wide and
deep. Patient anglers able to walk or
float the stream should target ledges or
sudden depth changes.

The best water is in the area north of
Springfield.

APRIL
Crappies

Grand Lake St. Marys
April showers may bring spring

flowers, but if you’re a crappie angler,
you know that they also bring your
quarry to the shallows. Ohio has plenty

islands and the ramp.
FEBRUARY

Walleyes
Lake Erie

No Buckeye State fishing calendar
would be complete without a winter-
time trip to Lake Erie for walleyes. The
Bass Island and Sandusky Bay regions
are perennial favorites. Stop in at local
bait shops for current information and
tips, or just follow the crowds. 

White Bass
Ohio River

White and hybrid bass are the most
abundant game fish species in the Ohio
River. And while May is the top month
for catching white bass, plenty of good
action is to be had in February, espe-
cially near warmwater discharges.

Look for coal-fired power plants up
and down the river and set up down-
stream of the discharge near eddies and
slicks bordering faster water. White
bass will hold in the slower water.

MARCH
Steelhead

Lake Erie Tributaries
This is one of the best angling trips

of the year! In March, water levels and
temperatures are usually just right for
hot steelhead angling. Four streams are

WALLEYES
Lake Erie

Tips: Troll with
divers or planer
boards and leadcore
line to get deeper. 

FLATHEADS
Ohio River

Tips: Fish at night
after a rainfall, which
raises water and oxy-
gen levels. 

MUSKIES
Salt Fork Lake

Tips: To take big
muskies, fish big
crankbaits on stout
baitcasting gear.

PERCH
Lake Erie

Tips: Fish minnows
on spreader rigs near
bottom in 20 to 35
feet of water.

RAINBOW
TROUT

Stocked Lakes
Tips: Use a variety of
live baits and change
often until you find
the best producer.

SAUGERS
Ohio River

Tips: For more hits,
use 1/8- to 3/8-ounce
jigs tipped with a
minnow and trailer. 

WALLEYES
C. J. Brown Res.

RAINBOW TROUT
Charles Mill

SMALLMOUTHS
Ohio Streams

LARGEMOUTHS
Knox  Lake

CHANNEL CATS
Muskingum R.

SAUGEYES
Deer Creek

TROUT
Mad River

MUSKIES
Clear Fork
Reservoir

CHANNEL CATS
Bressler

Reservoir

PERCH
Findlay

Reservoir

STEELHEAD
Lake Erie

CHANNEL CATS
Rocky Fork Lake
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